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ARSENIC-EATERS. 


Ws translate the following from the Journal de Chimie Médicale, de 
Pharmacie, de Toxicologie,” &c., Paris, July, 1854, for the benefit of 
those who may feel an interest in the extraordinary accounts which have 
been disseminated concerning the people called arsenic-eaters. We 
doubt not the majority of our readers will agree with M. Chevallier, the 
intelligent editor of the Journal, that such improbable statements can 
only be believed when supported by better authority than the simple as- 
sertion of M. de Tschudi. 


It has been made a subject of complaint that we have not spoken in 
our Journal of the toxicophagi, or arsenic-eaters. ‘The facts reported 
have appeared to us so improbable, that we have put no faith in them ; 
and our incredulity still persists. But since some of our readers ask for 
details, we think we cannot do better than give them an article published 
in the Presse Médicale Belge, of the 28th. We do not, however, ad- 
vise them to experiment on this subject, for it is probable that something 
is wanting in France to enable us to become toxicophagt. 

The Journal de la Société des Sciences Médicales et Naturelles de 
Bruxelles has just published an article of J. J. de Tschudi, which is 
really astonishing. Hitherto we have. considered arsenic as one of the 
most active poisons, which could in no case agree with the digestive or- 
gans of man. Behold, an error, a great error! Men can eat arsenic ; 
men do eat arsenic! Heaven knows where the appetite will stop if it is 
to be guided by the reports which this singular discovery has caused, and 
by the results which are attributed to this remarkable diet, for, it is said, 
young women regale themselves with it, out of coquetry, in order to ren- 


‘der their complexions fresher and more rosy. It is enough to cast into 


the shade all the known specifics ; the eau de jouvence can hardly sustain — 
Itself, its ancient reputation is so strongly threatened by arsenic. “ But 
this is all an idle story,” we shall be told. By no manner of means ; 
tead the following article, and say what you think of it. 


On the Toxicophagi. By Dr. J. J. de Tscuunt. 


“Some may have lately read in a report of a trial which took place 
at Cilli, before a jury, in a very remarkable case of poisoning, in which 
10 
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the defendant, Anne Alexander, was acquitted, that three witnesses for 
the prosecution were interrogated as to the point whether a certain Lieu- 
tenant Matthias Wurzel were a toxicophagus or not. ‘This fact was not 
proved, and the only evidence, though unimportant, which might give 
probability to this supposition, was that of the first-lieutenant, M. J***, 
who testified that in the year 1828 he had found in Wurzel’s desk a 
small box containing fragments of the size of a grain of maize, which 
could have been nothing else than white arsenic. The testimony of the 
two other witnesses was founded upon hearsay only. 

“The toxicophagi being phenomena more or less unknown to the 
medical public, I have thought it my duty to publish some information 
and observations on this subject. 

“Tn some of the countries of Lower Austria and Styria, especially in 
the mountains which separate them from Hungary, is found among the 
peasants the remarkable custom of eating arsenic. They purchase it 
under the name of hedri (hedri, hedrich, huttegruuch), of wandering her- 
balists and pedlars, who obtain it, in their turn, from the workmen in the 
Hungarian glass-houses, from cattle-doctors, charlatans, &c. 

“ ‘The toxicophagi have two ends in view. In the first place, they 
desire to obtain by this dangerous practice an appearance of freshness 
and health, besides a certain amount of embonpoint. Young peasants 
of both sexes are consequently those who frequently have recourse to this 
expedient, through coquetry and the desire to please ; and it is, in fact, 
surprising with what success they attain their end, for the young toxico- 
phagi are especially distinguished by the freshness of their complexions 

and by an appearance of flourishing health... 

“T will cite but a single example among many cases which have come 
to my knowledge. A girl who watched cows, healthy, but thin and 
pale, lived on a farm in the parish of H***. Having a lover whom she 
wished to attract more strongly by her charms, she resorted to this well- 
known method, and took arsenic several times a-week. The desired re- 
sult was not long in appearing, and after a few months she became plump, 
chubby, in a word all that the swain could desire. In order to excel in 
these respects, she imprudently increased the dose, and fell a victim to 
her coquetry. She died poisoned, and her end was a painful one. 

‘The number of deaths from abuse of arsenic is not trifling, espe 
cially among young people. Every clergyman of those countries has 
known several victims, and the results of my inquiries among the pastors 
have been very curious. Either from fear of the law, which forbids 
the illegal possession of arsenic, or from an inward voice which te 
proaches them for their fault, the toxicophagi dissemble, as much as pos 
sible, the use of this dangerous remedy. It is commonly the confess 
or the death-bed only, which removes the veil from the secret. 

“The second advantage which the toxicophagi wish to attain, 1s (0 
become more ‘light,’ that is to say, to facilitate respiration in mounting 
steep ascents. On every long excursion in. the mountains they take a 
small piece of arsenic, which they allow’to dissolve slowly in the mouth, 
The effect of this is surprising; they ascend’ heights which they could 
only mount with the greatest difficulty without this practice. I may add 
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here, that taking advantage of this hint, I have administered Fowler’s 
solution with considerable success tn cases of asthma. 

“The quantity of arsenic, with which the toxicophagi commence, 
equals, according to the avowal of some of them, a little piece of the 
size of a lentil, which would make rather less than half a grain.* They 
stop at this dose, which they take several times a-week in the morning, 
fasting, for a considerable time, ‘ in order to get used to it’; then they 
increase the dose gradually, with precaution, according as the ordinary 
quantity loses its effect. A peasant, R***, of the commune Ag**, 60 
years old, and enjoying very good health, now takes at each dose a piece 
of about four grams. It is more than forty years since he acquired 
this habit, which he inherited from his father, and which he will bequeath 
to his sons. 

“Tt is well to note that no trace of arsenical cachexy is visible in this 
individual, nor in many other toxicophagi ; that the symptoms of arseni- 
cal poisoning never appear in those who know how to apportion the dose, 
sometimes very considerable, of the poison, to their constitution and tole- 
rance. We must also remark that the suspension of the use of arsenic, 
either from inability to obtain the article, or because the individuals ab- 
stain from the arsenions acid from some other reason, is always followed 
by morbid phenomena, which resemble those produced by arsenical in- 
toxication to a feeble degree. ‘Thus, we observe much general uneasi- 
ness, with great indifference for everything around the patient, anxiety, 
disturbance of digestion, loss of appetite, a sensation of fullness at the 
stomach, vomiting of a glairy fluid in the morning, with ptyalism, py- 
rosis, spasmodic constriction of the pharynx, spasmodic pain, constipa- 
tion, and especially embarrassment of the respiration. For all these phe- 
nomena there is but one effectual remedy, the immediate return to the 
use of arsenic. According to the most exact information obtained from 
the inhabitants of these districts, arsenic-eating never degenerates into a 
passion, like, for example, opium-eating in the East, the use of the betel 
in India and Polynesia, or of the loca in Peru; it becomes rather a ne- 
cessity to those who addict themselves to it. 

“The employment of arsenic by these people finds its parallel in that 
of corrosive sublimate in other countries. I will merely allude to the 
well-known case, confirmed by the English ambassador in Turkey, of an 
opium-eater at Brussa, who swallowed daily along with his opium the 
enormous quantity of forty grains of corrosive sublimate. In the moun- 
tains of Peru | have frequently met with similar individuals ; and in Bo- 
livia, the employment of this drug exists to such an extent that it is 
openly sold to the Indians in the provision market ! 

“It is needless to call attention to the extensive use of arsenic even 
at Vienna, especially among the grooms and coachmen of the mansions 
of the great. They mix a good pinch of the powder with oats; or, 
attaching to the bridle a fragment of the size of a pea, wrapped in linen, 
When the horse is harnessed, the saliva dissolves the poison. The 
glossy, round, and elegant appearance of valuable horses, and especially 


This calculation is not exact. 
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the white foam from the mouth, are generally due to arsenic, which, ag 
is well known, increases salivation. ‘lhe teamsters in mountainous coun- 
tries frequently add a dose of arsenic to the fodder which they give to 
their horses before a laborious ascent. The jockeys often make use of 
small shot for broken-winded horses which they are carrying to market, 
It appears that the invariable effect of this manceuvre, an effect which 
Jasts several days, is owing solely to the arsenic which the shot contain. 
In the manufacture of these projectiles, one per cent, of white and yel- 
low arsenic is added-to the lead, to render the mass more fluid and apt 
to assume a spherical form. ‘The quantity of arsenic found in the posses- 
sion of these grooms is often very considerable, and their carelessness 
most culpable. 

« R¥** a brewer at A***, placed in the hands of M. B. Sch**, a 
piece of arsenic weighing three quarters of a pound, which he found 
in the trunk of his servant. [uast winter a peasant _poisoned himself in 
my neighborhood with a piece of arsenic of the size of a pear, which 
he pulverized and swallowed in water. He expired half an hour 
afterwards. 

“This practice may continue for years without accident ; but as soon 
as the horse passes into the hands of a master who does not employ arse- 
nic, he becomes thin and wan, loses his spirits, and in spite of the most 
abundant nourishment, the animal never recovers his former external 
appearance. 

“ These remarks on the toxicophagi, hastily sketched, may serve to show 
how useful it is to physicians and legal gentlemen to be aware of this 
wide-spread abuse in certain districts of the Austrian monarchy. The 
judicial proceedings alluded to at the commencement of this article, did 
not render it evident whether M. Wurzel were an arsenic-eater or not, 
but it is allowable to believe that he was. If the autopsy and chemical 
investigations had not been made with unpardonable negligence ; if the 
defendant (gifted with rare intelligence) had been embarrassed by the 
reiterated interrogatories to which she was subjected, and had been 
surprised into contradictory or inaccurate statements, it is probable that 
the verdict of the jury would have been less favorable to Anne Alex- 
ander, in spite of her innocence.” 


On the hogs By Dr. Tscuupt. (Wiener Medizinische 
‘ochenschrift, No. 1, 1853.) 


“The immense interest excited by my communications on the toxi- 
cophagi in the 28th number of the first year jof this Journal, induced 
me to devote, during the period of a year, my whole attention to this 
fact, so interesting in a medical and legal point of view, and which, if 
not denied, has been at least doubted by several English’ journals. 
have been able, during this time, to confirm perfectly my former state 
ments, and to increase them by nearly identical examples. One of the 
most inveterate arsenic-eaters, who at first, as usual, denied most obst- 
nately making use personally of arsenic, in the end made the fullest 
avowal, and told me that he had taken his dose of arsenic with great 
regularity from his 27th year to the age of 63, several times (eight to 


te 
n 
as 
| h 
st 
dh 

0 
vi 
ill 
m 
eV 
ta 
th 
of 
of 

if 
ov 
ge 
M 
tai 
cre 
of 
he 
H 

of 
fin 
be 
mo 
| 

in 
anc 
the 

lar 
arse 
mo 
the 
was 
18% 


Arsenic- Eaters. 193 


ten) per ionth, at the time of new moon. He began with a small frag- 
ment of the size of a flax-seed, and during many years did not go be- 
‘ond a dose of which he indicated the amount by a little bit of charcoal. 
1 took the trouble to weigh a piece of Hungarian arsenic of the same 
dimensions ; the weight was between three and four grains. When [ 
asked him why he had never increased the quantity, he replied that 
he had not dared to do so, having been made ill by it some years pre- 
viously. At that time he took, while intoxicated, a larger quantity, which 
occasioned violent colic, a burning pain in the throat, griping at the 
stomach, &c. ‘The reason why he has abstained from arsenic for nearly 
two years is the death of one of his friends, also an_arsenic-eater, who 
died of a dropsy, and who had suffered much. He thought this was 
owing to the arsenic, and dreading a similar fate, had not taken the 
‘hidri’ since, although this abstinence caused him much inconvenience. 

“ Since this man has ceased taking arsenic, he is frequently subject to 
violent gastrodynia. During all the time that he was addicted to it, he was 
illonly once, of a pneumonia. A circumstance worthy of remark was the 
immunity which this individual enjoyed from the itch, at a time when 
every individual in the house, with whom he lived in uninterrupted con- 
tact, was attacked by it. According to an approximate calculation, 
this man took, during thirty-five years, from twenty to twenty-two ounces 
of arsenic ; and yet this frightful quantity of one of the most violent 
of the metallic poisons, produced no considerable alteration of the health, 
if we except a certain thickness and roughness of the voice, which more- 
over was more marked a few years ago. This phenomenon is very 
general among the arsenic-eaters. 

“T subjoin here an extract from a letter of a clergyman, A*** de 
M***, who reports concerning this fact—‘'The information I have ob- 
tained shows that the individual in question carefully concealed his se- 
cret from every one; it was generally said, however, that it was a case 
of arsenic-eating. This man is 55 years old, appears in very ) 
health, is strong, and has never been seriously ill, but he is always hoarse. 
He conceals the use of arsenic through fear of encountering the rigor 
of the law by the possession and employment of this poison. He would 
find himself deprived of a remedy indispensable to his health, and would 
be unable to obtain it. It is said that he increases the dose at the new 
moon, and diminishes it as she wanes. 

“The manner of taking the arsenic varies much with different toxico- 
phagi. Some take their dose all at once, allowing it to dissolve slowly 
in the mouth, and on an empty stomach. Others reduce it to powder, 
and sprinkle it on bread, or or a small lump of fresh lard. Most of 
them observe the lunar phases, which play so important a part in popu- 
lar therapeutics, and suspend, or considerably diminish the quantity of 
arsenic towards the end of the moon. Those who use it to facilitate the 
mounting of ascents, take it at the moment of starting, without regard to 
the lunar period. 

“T cannot refrain from alluding here to an attempt at poisoning which 
Was reported in several journals, if I mistake not, towards the end of 
1852, or the beginning of 1853. ee 
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« A domestic at a country seat in the north of France, desired to rid 
himself of a superintendence which he found too severe. For this pure 
pose he mixed arsenic with the food of the lady for a considerable length 
of time, hoping to be able to avoid every suspicion of murder by the 
slow operation of the poison and of the symptoms which resulted from 
it. To his great astonishment, he beheld the lady gaining visibly for 
several months in flesh, appearance and spirits. Perceiving that the 
small doses produced a contrary effect to that which ie Pies he 
mixed a much larger quantity with some fricasee chicken. The violence 
of the symptoms speedily produced by this dish led to the discovery 
of the attempt at poisoning, and of its author, who was arrested. In 
this case we see the same phenomena presented by the toxicophagi of 
our countries. | 

“ At the time of my first communications on this subject, I was ae- 
quainted with arsenic-eating only in a small district of Lower Austria and 
Styria; since then | have received communications from other and highly- 
respectable sources, from which it appears that the use of this poison is 
pretty generally spread in the mountains of Austria, of Styria, and espe- 
cially at Salzbourg, and in the Tyrol, among the chamois-hunters. M., 
Schneider, in his work on “ Chimie Légale (pp. 169, 1851), speaks of this, 
and refers to the large doses of arsenic prescribed by some physicians 
without evil effects. While this article was in the printer’s hands, the 
following very interesting communication reached me from a friendly and 
highly-respectable source: —M. F'*** St***, director of the arsenic mines 
belonging to a wholesale druggist, M. F. S., at M***kl, in L**au, has 
taken every morning for many years, a small pinch (as much as the point 
of a knife will hold) of powdered arsenic, to preserve himself against the 
pernicious effects of the manufacture of arsenic. This gentleman sent 
to a distinguished physician of the place one of these pinches, which he 
takes openly, and this quantity weighed three and three quarters grains. 
Consequently he ingests daily from three to four grains of arsenic, and he 
enjoys excellent health. It is said that he furnishes his workmen with a 
system of rules on the manner of using arsenic as a prophylactic against 
the injurious effects of the mining of this poison. 

Let us now pass to animals. Horses are those to which arsenic is 
most generally given. I have already explained the object of this prac- 
tice, and I will complete my communication by describing the mode of 
proceeding. Every groom has a different way, but each adheres rigor- 
ously to his method once chosen ; and all agree on this point, that arsenic 
ought to be administered to horses only at the new moon. Some give it 
daily at this time, in the dose of three or four grains. Others adininister 
it until full moon, two days at a time, suspending it during two days, 
and then increasing the quantity the next two days. During these in- 
tervals they give the animals, once a week, an aloetic purgative. These 
people < bserve rigorously the rule to give arsenic to horses only after giv- 


ing them food and water. A piece of bread serves as vehicle for the — 


arsenical powder. If the animal is to take the arsenic while in use, a 
piece is wrapped up in linen, or some of the powder is scattered on | 
also enveloped in linen, and the whole is attached to the bit or bridle. 
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It appears that a part of the poison is eliminated with the excrements, 
for it is often noticed that chickens die after eating the oats contained in 
dung of horses subjected to an arsenical regimen. ‘The grooms pretend 
that arsenic is an infallible preventive against the colic of horses fed on 
rye, which is well known to predispose to this affection. 

«“ The use of arsenic for horned cattle is less frequent ; it is only given 
to oxen and calves intended for fattening. The precautions respecting 
the lunar phases above described, are equally observed, and the arseni- 
cal powder is given to the animal with oat meal mixed with chopped 
straw, and infused in warm water. The effect is very surprising as to 
the increase in the size of the animal, but he does not gain proportion- 
ably in weight. For this reason the butchers rarely buy cattle fattened 
in this manner by the eye, for the real weight is inferior to that which 
might be inferred from the appearance. It is needless to remark that 
this process is only employed for cattle intended for fattening, and never 
for draught animals. In Styria, as well as in Austria, there are farmers 
who, on account of this practice, are known by the name of hidri-bauer 
(arsenic-peasants). Arsenic is often given in small doses to hogs, espe- 
cially when beginning to fatten them ; a dose of the sulphuret of antimony 
is also sometimes given daily. It has been found that the purified sul- 
phuret of antimony (antimonium sulphuratum nigrum lavigatum), such 
as is prepared by the druggists, is inert, and that it is only the wholesale 
article which exerts its known effect. ‘This may be owing to the not in- 
significant quantity of sulphuret of arsenic usually contained in the Jatter 
article. 

“Tt will be seen that the employment of arsenic with animals is sub- 
ject to the same rules observed by the toxicophagi themselves. It would 
not be uninteresting to know whether the beneficial effects of small doses 
of this poison observed in animals has led to experiments on the human 
subject, or vice versa, if this practice passed from the province of hu- 
man therapeutics to that of animals.” 

Note by the Editor.—It is to be wished that scientific men living in 
the localities where the arsenic-caters are said to be found, would con- 
firm or deny the facts advanced by M. Tschudi. A. CHevaALLter. 
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THE SUGAR-HOUSE CURE FOR BRONCHIAL, DYSPEPTIC AND 
CONSUMPTIVE COMPLAINTS. 


BY SAMUEL A. CARTWRIGHT, M.D., NEW ORLEANS. 


a kills Animalcules—Its vapor respired promotes Nutrition and the cure of Bronchial 

Consumptive Complaints—'The Case of the Pale Man—Cautions against expecting too 
much or too little. 

An article, lately forwarded to the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal ,* 

closed with an argument in favor of the direct application of fhe fer- 

ment called dunder (the elements of which are contained in the vapor 

of boiling cane-juice) to the mucous membrane of the air-passages, soft- 


© 


* See No. 8 of the present volume. 
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ened or thickened in bronchial and consumptive affections, drawn from 
the analogy of the good effects of the ferment, called yeas¢, in certain the 
morbid conditions of the mucous lining of the alimentary canal, occurring of s 
in some forms of typhus and typhoid diseases. Jt was mentioned, how- the 
ever, that analytical reasoning was not a safe guide in therapeutics, and of c 
some higher evidence of the virtues of the sugar-house remedy was pro- part 
mised. It may be well to premise, that the alcoholic liquor known as was 
rum, is obtained from sugar alone ; the ferment called dunder, being an into 
aromatic substance obtained from the skimmings of boiling cane-juice ; grave 
“ which is,” says Mr. Wray, “only necessary to assist in the decomposi- Lay 
tion of the sugar in its metamorphosis into rum.”—(Practical Sugar prot 
Planter, by Leonard Wray, Esq., page 397. London: Smith, Elder & sme 
Co., 1848.) Dr. Thompson, in his Clinical Lectures on Consumption the 
(page 55, Philadelphia, Lindsay & Blakiston, 1854), speaking of the f 
erment called yeast, says:—‘ It often gives relief as a gargle to the new 
sore throat of scarlatina ; and its remarkable power of separating sugar The 
from its combinations, and altering its character, might lead us to anti- and 
cipate its possessing properties competent to influence favorably the di- amc 
gestive process,” &c. But the ferment called dunder, is not the only dest 
substance inhaled in the vapor arising from boiling cane-juice. Arequin, Th 
a French chemist, of New Orleans, whom Liebig, Dumas and Gerhardt ocil 
quote in their works as the very highest authority in the analysis of cane- they 
juice, has discovered a peculiar principle in that liquor, which he calls the 
cerosie. He says itis an unigue natural alcohol, and presents the only whi 
instance known in nature of an alcoholic substance being produced with- the 
out artificial agency. The new and wonderful science of optical che- plat 
mistry proves that one of the chief constituents of the liquor in the clan- the 
fiers, from which the fragrant, saccharine vapor arises, has the power to quic 
rotate the plane of polarization of polarized light LOO degrees to the sug: 
right. It requires nothing but credulity to believe in spirit-rapping and sam 
table-turning. Something more is required to understand the beautiful He 
and wonderful phenomena revealed by optical chemistry. They should ther 
be understood before it can be expected that strong minds, bolted and not 
‘doubly barred against humbuygs, will receive the truth in regard to the few 
virtues of the inhalation of the vapor of boiling cane-juice in bronchial, { 
dyspeptic and consumptive complaints. It is all right that the door of par 
the temple of science should be locked against alleged facts, contrary tors 
to reason and analogy, as those of homeeopathy, &c., the admission of of | 
which would ignore better-established facts and crowd all others out; ave 
but it is a narrow prejudice which would exclude, without examination, nur 
new facts brought to light by the inductive philosophy, that so far from len: 
being in opposition to other long-received and well-established facts, con- the 
firm, harmonize and explain them more fully, | red 
According to the experiments of Carminati (Opus Therap.), confirm- and 
ed by Magendie, the essential salt of cane-juice destroys such cold-blood- Ra 
ed animals as toads and lizards, whether applied externally or given in- wh 
ternally. ‘There are also many conflicting facts in regard to the virtues To 
of sugar—some proving that it breeds worms, causes scurvy and injures His 
the teeth ; others, that it destroys worms, cures scurvy and whitens pro 


ul 


| Sugar-house Cure for Consumptive Complaints. 197 


the teeth. ‘These facts are reconciled by the discovery of the two kinds 
of sugar—the dextrogyrate and the levogyrate. I took an alligator to 
the chemical laboratory, requesting Mr. Riddell to try if the respiration 
of carbonic acid gas would kill it. After trying the gas upon it fora good 

rt of the day, it was brought back as lively and vigorous as ever. It 
was thought that owing to the size of the animal, the vessel it was put 
into might have contained a small portion of atmospheric air. I then 
wave it some pure dextrogyrate sugar from the plantation of P. M. 
Lapice, Esq., being some of the same parcel which was made by first 
process, and rotated 100 degrees to the right. Also a solution of it was 
smeared over its body. ‘I'his was in the evening. The next morning 
the alligator was found perfectly dead. 

About this time Prof. Riddell was busily engaged in looking into a 
new world, invisible to the naked eye, through his powerful microscope. 
The sediment taken from the gutters, was found to be alive with rotifera 
and various other hideous-looking animalcule. ‘The most numerous 
among them was a species of the Euchlanis and the Leucophrys patula, 
described by Prichard in his “ Infusorial animalcules, London, 1852.” 
They briskly moved through an algoid substance, called by the professor 
ocillaria. He fed them with various matters, such as carmine, which 
they devoured with the same rapacity that hungry, ravenous beasts, in 
the visible world, devour their food. He fed them on human blood, 
which they gobbled down with a keen relish. At length [ handed to 
the professor a stock of mature cane, just cut from the field of a sugar 
plantation. He squeezed some juice out of it, and put a speck into 
the nidus of these ravenous animals. It killed the whole of them as 
quick as lightning. Young Riddell, a smart boy about 12 years of age, 
suggested to his father, the professor, to try to bring them to life by the 
same means that he had brought others to life killed with chloroform. 
He tried, but could not bring them to life. They were dead. Among 
them was a non-descript animalcule resembling a tape-worm. It did 
not die instantly as the others did, but all its joints came apart, and in a 
few seconds every joint was dead. 

There was then lying in Toulouse street, in the heart of the French 
part of New Orleans, an exile from la belle France, whom the ausculta- 
tors of Paris, headed by Louis, had banished from his country at the age 
of 23. The sea voyage, change of climate and success in business, 
averted the disease of the lungs for which he had been banished. A 
number of years passed away in the enjoyment of health. But at 
length, in the year 1852, after he had accumulated a competency, and | 
the stimulus of necessity was withdrawn, the lung disease returned with 
redoubled violence, and soon disqualified him for business of all kinds, 
and confined him within doors, coughing and expectorating his life away. 
Racked with pain and burning with hectic, he left the inland town in 
which he had been residing, came to New Orleans, and took rooms on 
Toulouse street, to die, as his friends thought, among the French people. 

is friends converted his effects into cash. His disease had made such 
Progress, that opium, aconife, prussic acid, and such things, were re-— 
garded as the only remedies that could palliate his sufferings. For seve- 


m 
in 
d 
¢ 
as 
n 
r 
e 
le § 
ar 
i- 
ly 
n, 
it 
ls 
ly | 
h- 
e- 
to 
e 
d 
ul 
Id 
d 
he 
al, 
of 
ry 
of 
it 
in 
Me 
in- 
es 
res 


198 Sugar-house Cure for Consumptive Complaints. 


ral long months he had been confined to his room. On his removal to 
the city he consulted me. I had just despatched my first article on the 
sugar-house cure to Boston—and endeavored to prevail on him to try 
the sugar-house remedy. I did not regard his case in the same unfa- 
vorable light that others did, whose opinions are entitled to respect. Al. 
though there was some purulent expectoration, yet the copious quan- 
tities of mucous, viscid matter expectorated, indicated that bronchitis had 
more to do with the complaint than tubercular softening. The loud 
sounds from the abundant mucus, thrown off by the relaxed lining of 
the air-passages into the dilated bronchial tubes, did not frighten me at 
all. Nor did the hectic fever and sweats. These are small matters 
when not caused by tubercular softening, organic lesions, or cavities in 
the lungs. Convinced by a careful examination of his case that there. 
was no great or irreparable lesion of the pulmonary substance, but that 
the chief difficulty consisted in an inperfect hamatosis, owing to the cells 
and smaller air-tubes being obstructed with a tenacious mucous exuda- 
tion, and that the throat affection, as well as the softened state of the 
mucous membranes, were effects of the mal-assimilation of the blood, 
from defective hematosis, the sugar-house cure was strongly urged upon 
him. All bis French friends seemed to be armed against it. “It would 
bring on diarrhoea.” ** Jt would sweat him to death.” ‘He would 
catch his death of cold, if he were to leave his comfortable quarters to 
encounter the discomforts of a sugar-house.” ‘ Where was the authority 
of the American doctor for advising such a measure?” Alas! he had 
none ; not even among his own countrymen, the American physicians 
up town. Not one of them believed in the sugar-house cure. “ If 
there were anything in it, it would have been discovered before.” It 
had been discovered before! The sugar-makers, overseers and planters, 
of observation, had discovered it before. ‘The lean, dyspeptic, coughing 
adults, and wormy, scrofulous and emaciated children, have been re- 
peatedly sent into the sugar-houses, by intelligent planters and overseers, 
during the rolling season or cane harvest. ‘Those among them, able to 
work, were always put over the kettles to skim the boiling cane-juice. 
They were observed to get well and fat. But these facts had not found 
their way into medical books, and hence were passed unnoticed by the 
profession. ‘They had not yot to London or Paris, and nothing can 
be valuable in science, according to some, which has not got the Lon- 
don or Parisian stamp on it. After having despaired of getting the 
Toulouse patient into a stgar-house, I witnessed the above-mentioned ex- 
periment on the animalcules. Filled with enthusiasm sufficient to con- 
quer obstacles, | went to Toulouse street, and quickly overcoming all 
opposition, I had the patient in a sugar-house in a very short time there- 
after. Insending him to a sugar-house, 1] sent him to one of the very 
best—to Mr. Lapice’s plantation, in the Parish of St. James, where 
sugar is made by “ the first process,” on the very day the canes are cut 
down. ‘Time passed by, and at length, on the 2d of June, 1853, Dr. 
Dowler called and inquired of me who that “ pale man ” was, who was 
present the day before at the vivisection of the four alligators? As seve- 
ral pale-looking physicians were present, I inquired which one he meant? 
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“The one,” he replied, “who made several important suggestions 
while the experiments were going on, was perfectly at home in anatomy, 
and well posted up in the very latest physiological researches of the 
savans of Europe. He speaks English with an accent. Where did he 
come from?” From Lapice’s sugar-house, Parish of St. James, Loui- 
siana, was the reply. He went to the sugar-house from Toulouse st., 
where his friends, in the autumn of 1852, had prepared rooms for him, 
and had made arrangements for the supposed dying man to have every 
comfort and consolation that this city could afford, and at the same time 
to be in a part of it where his native French is chiefly spoken. The 
auscultators had banished him from Paris, his native city, and I banished 
him to a sugar-house. ‘Three months or more before coming to Tou- 
louse street, he had been confined to his house and disqualified for all 
business by reason of the chest affection, and the cough, fever, debility 
and emaciation that attended it. Since the vivisection of the four alliga- 
tors upwards of fifteen months ago, ‘the pale man” has been actively 


engaged in the practice of medicine in town and country, in the en- 


joyment of pretty good health, with the exception of an attack of yel-. 
ow fever which he passed through without detriment to his constitution. 
Dr. Chapellier, of Natchez, would scarcely be recognized, in 1854, as 
the pale, emaciated patient of Toulouse st., with the church-yard cough, 
in the year 1852, 

Other remedies, of course, were used in the treatment of his case, 
but the inhalation of the: vapor from the boiling cane-juice was evi- 
dently worth more than the whole of them put together. It let in the 
air to -the air-cells of the lungs by disembarrassing the bronchial tubes. 
of the viscid mucus, which shut it out. It removed the pathological 
condition of the lining membrane of those tubes, consisting of softening. 
and thickening, on which the abnormal secretion of mucus depended. 
That it did so, is inferred from its speedy effect in giving strength to the. 
voice. It put flesh on the patient’s bones by virtue of the physiological 
relation, much overlooked, between the functions of assimilation, nutri- 
tion and respiration ; perhaps also by the direct absorption of the nutri- 
tious matter, contained in the vapor, into the nutritive fluids of the body. 

There are many facts to show that persons, respiring the saccharine 
vapor from boiling cane-juice, gain flesh and lose much of their appetite 
at the same time. Mr. M., from Wetumpka, Al., mentioned in the au- 
thor’s last article, as shown to Prof. Riddell and others, is an instance. 
In that article Mr. Wray, by mistake, was incorrectly quoted as attribut- 
ing fattening qualities to the vapor. In the “ Practical Sugar Planter,” 
pege 21, chap. xi., “ On the Cane plant,” speaking of its essential salt, 

tr. Wray says, “Its nutritious and fattening qualities are abundantly 
shown on every sugar-estate in the world ; however, as this admits of 
no doubt, I need not dwell on so clear a fact.” In the author’s first arti- 
cle, he showed that it could not be the sugar or essential constituent of the 
cane-juice which fattened ; because it is only on sugar-estates that it is ob- 
served, and only on them during the rolling season, and moreover only 
among that class of persons on the sugar-estates breathing the vapor. 
It has now been two years since this subject was brought before the 
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regular medical profession through an old and well-established Medical 
Journal. The author’s humble contributions to science have attracted 
more attention from the faculty, and have been more favorably noticed 
by medical writers and the organs of the profession, than he had any rea- 
son to hope or expect; and, with two or three exceptions, they have done 
him more than justice. His sugar-house remedy is one of the exceptions— 
the public press having nearly killed it with kindness, and given it a 
notoriety causing the faculty to regard it as ahumbug. The proofs, that 
inhaling the vapor of boiling cane-juice or something or other in a su- 
gar-house, during the rolitng season, fattens, are overwhelining and con- 
vincing. It is not the voice of London, or Paris, changing its tones as 
fashion changes, and often contradicting itself, that is speaking ; but Na- 
ture herself, utiering the samc voice, and declaring the same fact through 
the lapse of ages, throughout the entire sugar region of the eastern and 
western continent. To that voice, the highest of all authority, the hum- 
ble author, seeking nothing and fearing nothing, has invoked the pro- 


fession to listen. It tells of something most important to the physiologist, 


and which may be—nay which has been found to be—highly useful in 


the treatment of bronchial, dyspeptic and consumptive complaints. If 


the inhalation of the vapor could only cure one case in an hundred that 
could not be cured without it, it would be worth the attention of the 


profession. Yet scarcely any of the regular faculty have noticed it. The 


editors of the various medical journals have quietly sat by and seen 
carbled quotations and misrepresentations of the original paper on the 
suvar-house remedy, going the rounds of the newspapers, in Europe 
and America, without any attempt to correct them. The consequence 
is, that many unfortunate individuals, in the last and hopeless stage of 
consumption, with large cavities in the Jungs, have been, and may yet be 
attracted into the sugar-houses, under the mistaken belief, gathered from 
abstracts and notices in the public press, uncontradicted by the medical 
journals, that the author has recommended the inhalation of the vapor of 
boiling cane-juice as a sure cure for consumption, regardless of its stage. 
Whereas he has recommended no such thing. The author's article on 
cholera shared the same fate. Scarcely any of the medical journals no- 
giced it at all, and their readers, the physicians, were mostly left to form 
their opinions of that paper, as the one on the sugar-house vapor, from 
what they saw in the public press; and the author has grounds to be- 
lieve that many of them, seeing so much said in the newspapers, and 
nothing in the regular organs of the profession, have been so far misled 
as to do him the injustice to suppose that he has been writing articles 
in the newspapers to instruct the public how to cure themselves of cho- 
lera, consumption, &c., without the aid of physicians. Whereas, the 
truth is that he has addressed himself all the time to the physicians, 


through their regular organs, and not to the public through the daily pa-. 


pers. It is true that an essay on the cholera, written for a medical jour- 
nal, but being too late, was published at his own expense, in pamphlet 
form, expressly stating that it was addressed not to sophomores or pre- 
tenders, but to intelligent and well-read members of the profession,” and 
also instructions to planters what medicines to provide themselves with, 
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how to prepare and preserve them from injury, and how to use them in 
cases of emergency until a physician could be had. There is nothing 
unprofessional in this, because in the South-west the planters are their 
own apothecaries, and depend upon their physicians to give them instruc- 
tions what medicines to get, how to compound and divide the same into 
doses, and what to do in cases of emergency. Physicians do not furnish 
the medicine or carry it with them, as in country practice elsewhere, but 
each plantation is provided with its own apothecary shop on a larger or 
smaller scale, and a person to put up and prepare the medicine under 
the physician’s instructions. ‘The author exercised the right of consult- 
ing Hippocrates and the great fathers of medical science, and on their 
authority restored to the plantation apothecary shops a family of plants, 
which the Edinburgh physicians, about a century ago, had, in a great 
degree, excluded from regular practice, in consequence of their experi- 
ence having found them to be too exciting for the hot, inflammatory dis- 
eases of that high latitude ; but their experience did not ignore the ex- 
perience of the regular medical profession of the preceding two thousand 
years—declaring the piper longum and the piper nigrum to be valuable 
therapeutic agents in the cold, congestive’ diseases of countries further 
South. The Edinburgh school had no more right to reform medicine by 
excluding those aromatic stimulants, derived from the pepper family of 
plants, from regular practice, than the botanical school to exclude mine- 
ral medicines. Standing on the eternal rock of this self-evident truth, 
the author has no apology to make for his use of strong aromatic stimu- 
lants in full doses, or for combining them with camphor and calomel, in 
the first stage of cholera, before the vital forces have become too much 
impaired for a salutary revulsion to be made to the surface. But he 
has an explanation to make to the profession how it happened, that a 
method of treatment, which in his hands and many others, has proved 
far more successful than any other in preventing mortality from cholera, 
should have fallen into discredit with so many intelligent physicians. 
Some years ago, during the cholera excitement, a letter from the pen 
of the Hon. Robert J. Walker, then Secretary of the Treasury, was pub- 
lished in New York, detailing his recollection of the author’s treatment 
of that disease, as witnessed by himself. The remarkable and wonder- 
ful success, truly attributed to it by a prominent member of the cabinet, 
caused it to be used in the first cases of collapse cholera that occurred 
in New York and many other places. The great error was in using it 
in collapse at all. It was not in collapse or the last stages that the 
Hon. Secretary had witnessed its wonderful effects, but in preventing 
collapse—by its being resorted to in the very first stage of the painless 
diarrhaea, so apt ta run into the hopeless, pulseless stage, unless arrested 
by timely and efficient means to make a revulsion to the surface. It 
forthwith fell into disrepute, because it did not come up to the extrava- 
gant expectations of those who resorted to it in the blue, pulseless cho- 
lera ; a stage of the disease in which the author himself never relied upoit 
it. In the last stages of that, as in other diseases, no powerfully per- 
turbating method of treatment is admissible. ~ It does no good, and often 
hastens the fatal catastrophe. ‘The author tried to correct the error, that 
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newspaper versions of his opinions and practice in cholera had led to, 


but it was too late. What he said was not heeded, but what others, 
misunderstanding him, had said. : 

The author has never recommended the sugar-house remedy as a cure 
for consumption in its last and hopeless stages; but newspaper misre- 
presentations and incorrect abridgements, altering the sense more or less 
of what he did say, have done it for him, and will assuredly bring the 
sugar-house cure for bronchial, dyspeptic and consumptive complaints 
into direpute unless timely corrected. The precise limit of the efficacy 
of the inhalation of the vapor of boiling cane-juice, in opening the ob- 
structed bronchial tubes and in influencing favorably their mucous lining, 
is not yet ascertained ; but that it possesses some remarkable virtues in 
this respect, there is much good evidence to prove. 

The strong-minded woman from Boston, in a sugar-house, with bron- 
chitis, and other ills, comes next. 


Canal st., New Orleans, Sept. 7, 1854. 


CREOSOTE AND MORPHINE. 
{Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.] 


Seesne in the Journal for August 23d, a communication from Dr. Wil- 
liams, of Phoenix, N. Y., upon the use of creosote and morphine in cho- 
lera morbus, has recalled to my mind a case reported by me in your 
Journal some six or seven years ago, in which I had resorted success- 
fully to this combination in the treatment of a very bad case of that 
disease. It will be seen, by a reference to that report, that I also sug- 
gested a trial of this prescription in cholera. Since that time I have been 
constantly using a syrup of creosote and morphine, with adults, and a sy- 
rup of creosote and paregoric with children, in the treatment of cholera 
morbus, dysentery and diarrhoea. | have also tried this remedy in cho- 
lera, but without any very satisfactory results. 

During the summer and fall of 1852, an epidemic dysentery was pre- 
valent in the section of country where [ was then practising, and a large 
number of cases came under my charge, which were treated with success 
by giving a teaspoonful of syrup (containing ten drops of creosote and 
one grain of morphine to the ounce), after every loose stool. For child- 
ren I usually gave the following prescription :—R. Creosot., gtts. v. ; 
elix. paregoric, 3 ij. ; syr. zingib., 3 vj. M. Cuj. cap. coch. parv. post 
sing. liq. deject. In the treatment of that form of chronic diarrhoea 
which is characterized by gleety discharges, I have also derived much 
benefit from this prescription. 

The present season has been very prolific of diarrhceas. Many cases 
have assumed the chronic form, and in all these the creosote and mor- 
phine has proved wholly inefficient. A combination of the tincture of 
catechu, columbo, camphor and opium, with occasionally the addition of 
capsicum, has been the most successful of any one prescription in these 
choleraic cases. In the simpler forms of diarrhaea, the syrup of creosote 
and paregoric has done good service, and I think will be found worthy 


of 
art 

to 

ca 
me 

lik 
the 
mc 

pie 

ex 

thi 

if 

SO 
tha 
| 
As 
anc 
prc 

se 
ex: 
tho 

mo 

of 
has 

ali 

as 
mo 

tio 

inf 
effe 
eva 

of 
pat 

of 
lers 

bo 
fille 
cal 


Post-mortem Appearances in Cholera. 203 


of a trial by the profession. Like all other remedies, however, these 
articles are not adapted to all cases. Practitioners must be careful not 
to place too exclusive a reliance upon any one prescription, simply be- 
cause it has been successful in a limited number of cases. In the treat- 
ment of cholera morbus, the creosote and morphine will occasionally act 
like a “charm,” but the combination is not by any means a specific. On 
the whole, I like much better the frequent repetition of small doses of 
morphine alone, in a tablespoonful of ice water, giving at the same time 
pieces of ice to swallow, and applying stimulants to the stomach and 
extremities, than. any other method of treatment that I have ever tried in 
this disease. A. W. Mack, M.D. 
Janesville, Wis., Sept. 15th, 1854. 


POST-MORTEM APPEARANCES IN CHOLERA. 
BY ISAAC PIDDUCK, M.D. 


In the year 1832, meeting Sir Astley Cooper in consultation, I inquired 
if he had seen any cases of cholera? No, he replied, but that he had 
seen several interiors. His description of the post-mortem appearances 
so exactly tallied with those recorded by Dr. Robinson, of Newcastle, 
that the specific character of the disease after an interval of twenty-two 
years, remains precisely the same. ‘The two points upon which Sir 
Astley Cooper remarked were, the inflammatory condition of the stomach 
and intestines, and the distension of the gall-bladder; and these are the 
‘ prominent appearances, recorded by Dr. Robinson, and which have pre- 
sented themselves in almost all the cases of cholera which have been 
examined. As the only successful practice is based upon correct pa- 
thology, I at once determined to treat the disease according to the post- 
mortem appearances. In each successive irruption of cholera, this rule 
of practice has been my guide, and the success which has attended it 
has encouraged me to persevere. wy 

Of the nature of the poison which causes this morbid condition of the 
alimentary canal and distension of the gall-bladder, we are as ignorant 
as we are of the nature of certain ophidian poisons, which cause pneu- 
monia, or destroy the coagulating quality of the blood ; but the indica- 
tions for the cure of cholera are clearly— 

_ First, to empty the distended gall-bladder; and second, to allay the 
inflammatory condition of the stomach and bowels. 

To fulfil the first indication, the salt emetic is the safest and most 
effectual. If this be followed by calomel and rhubarb, copious bilious 
evacuations will be procured, and with them all the dangerous symptoms 
of the disease will subside. ‘lo empty the gall-bladder is essential to the 
patient’s recovery ; for if re-action be established without this emptying 
of the gall-bladder, bilious fever sets in, and proves as fatal as, the cho- 
lera itself in the stage of collapse. 

The second indication—to allay the inflammatory condition of the 
bowels, and also in evacuating the contents of the gall-bladder—is ful- 
filled by the saline treatment prescribed by Dr. Stevens, assisted by the 


. 
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In this unwonted disease there are two strong instinctive desires on the 
part of the patient—the one is for cold water, and the other is for salt, 
or more properly for the saline powders. Therefore the desires of the 

atient may be safely gratified, and cold (iced) water allowed ad libitum, 

f the view I have taken of this dreadful disease be correct, it is obvious 
that all endeavors to promote reaction by means of stimulants, and. to 
stop the natural efforts to unload the gall-bladder by means of astrin- 
gents, must be worse than useless ; they must inevitably tend to seal the 
fate of the patient, by locking up within him the casus morbi. 

The same principle should guide us in the treatment of the premoni- 
tory diarrhoea, which is cholera undergoing a natural cure. In innume- 
rable cases, a small dose of calomel and rhubarb, followed by castor oil, 
by carrying off the redundant secretion of bile, arrests the diarrhoea at 
once ; whereas if it be stopped by astringents and sedatives, a simple 
disease becomes complicated, and a bilious diarrhoea exchanged fora 
bilious fever of a grave character.— London Lancet. 
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Pepperell Insane Institution.—Drs. Cutter & Howe have rebuilt their 
hospital, and put it in superior condition for the reception of patients. The 


high reputation of Dr. Cutter, his long experience, and the excellent cha-* 


racter of the institution, are guarantees for its being a suitable place fora 
certain class of the insane. There are nervous natin 3 who are not precisely 
lunatics, yet just in that anomalous condition in which no one can live with 
them, and for which there are here ample accommodations. Dr Cutter 
should be well sustained in his efforts to meet the demands of the commu- 
nity in regard to these unfortunate persons. Besides the conveniences of 
the establishment, the rural beauties of the place are not excelled in New 
England. Health and plenty are the characteristics of that section of our 
country. 


Procuring Abortions.—On several occasions in former years, we have 
spoken freely of the great extent to which this particular kind of murder is 
perpetrated in cities, both in this country and abroad. There seems to be 
no diminution of the evil, notwithstanding the terrors which the law holds 
up to the view of the criminal. The murder of unborn children is fearfully 
common every where, if the great number of half-grown infants found 
floating in boxes upon the water, dropped into vaults, or otherwise brought 
to light, is any evidence of the fact. Both women and men abound, in all 
our large cities, who have a decided and acknowledged reputation for pet- 
forming the murderous operation. It is not exclusively performed upon 
unmarried women, who fly to the abortionist in the hope of being able to 
conceal from the world their shame and degradation, but even married wo- 
men, who have no apology for concealment, and who only desire to rid 
themselves of the prospective cares of maternity, also submit themselves, fat 
more frequently than is suspected, to hazardous manipulations, alike injuri- 
ous to their bodies and subversive of all the finer sentiments of the mind. 
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In some instances husbands have been known to aid and abet their wives 
in this wicked expedient, on the plea that they have children enough al- 
ready, or their circumstances forbid an increase of family expenses and 
responsibilities. There is no lack of provision in the statute laws of this, 
ot other States, to meet and punish these cases ; but through the cunning 
of parties implicated, the potency of bribes, and the difficulty of proving 
the facts, a conviction is rarely effected. We'are pained and mortified to 
know that members of the medical profession, in good standing in the gene- 
ral estimation of the world, are occasionally detected in this nefarious prac- 
tice. It is sometimes made a source of profitable business, falsely called 
professional. [It is villainous, criminal, destructive to the moral character, 
and hazardous to the future prospects of those who embark in it. It is 
better to starve with a fair fame, than to hazard one’s happiness, in this 
world and the next, by participating in so murderous a deed. No sophistry 
can do away with the fact, that whether the lamp of life is extinguished in 
the womb or at any period after birth, with an avowed and wilful intention 
of taking the life of the foetus or infant, it is murder, and the perpetrator of 
it cannot expect to escape the vengeance of offended heaven. 


Female Physicians.—A letter to ladies in favor of female physicians, b 
Samuel Gregory, M.D., in a pamphlet form, is in circulation. It is well 
written, and forcible in argument. We know very well that a vast deal of 
opposition is felt towards preparing females for medical practice. But ridi- 
cule as well as argumentation have failed to prevent the onward progress of 
female medical education. In short, public sentiment both encourages and 
sustains the schools organized for their instruction, and no efforts or objec- 
tions on the part of the profession will overthrow or check them. The 
people, through the legislatures of several of the States, have demanded 
and obtained charters for them, and now we must do all within our power 
to regulate and make them respectable. We recommend an examination 
of the pamphlet, to medical men. 


New Orleans Medical News and Hospital Gazette.—This ably conducted 
Journal has reached its fourteenth number. Up to the present time, it has 
been publishe? semi-monthly, which we should suppose would have given 
general satisfaction to its subscribers; but it appears, from the last number, 
that the editors, “at the solicitation of many of their subscribers,” have 
determined to issue it monthly—and that hereafter each number will con- 
tain double the matter of the old issue. It will make its appearance in the 
new form on the first of November next. We wish our cotemporary con- 
tinued success. 


Illustrated Medical Catalogue.—The well known firm of Blanchard & 
Lea, medical publishers and booksellers in Philadelphia, have just issued 
an illustrated medical catalogue, of sixty-four pages, Besides its usefulness 
in furnishing a complete list of the principal medical books published by 
this enterprising house, it affords the profession and medical student an op- 
portunity of judging of their character and style. It can be obtained, free 
of expense, on application to the publishers. ‘sant de 


Death of Dr. Charles Enderlin—The New York papers chronicle the 
death of Dr. Charles Enderlin, a distinguished chemist of that city. He 
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was born in Heidelberg, in 1818, where he studied pharmacy under Geiger, 


He studied medicine at Wurzberg, and chemistry in Giessen, under Baron 
Liebig, who pronounced him the most eminent chemist in Germany. He 
came to this country in 1852, and located himself in New York City. He 


left New York in the early part of August, in good health, fora mining 


expedition in Canada; and when about to return, on the 9th ult., while at a 
railway station in Hamilton, C. W., he fell down senseless, from compres- 
sion of the brain, and died on the 16th, just one week from the attack, 


State Commission on Lunacy.—Allusion has been made, in a previous 
number of this Journal, to the commission appointed by the Governor of 
Massachusetts, in accordance with a resolve of the last Legislature, for the 
purpose of ascertaining the number of insane and feeble-minded persons 
within the Commonwealth. We would again urge upon the members of 
our profession, residing in the State, the importance of active and ready 
co-operation with the Commissioners. The survey cannot be valuable, un- 
less the whole ground is examined and reported upon. The Commissioners 
ask of every physician to report his own field of practice and observation 
only, without reference to patients who are in hospitals, and also to give the 
name of patients they report, so that if two or more are reported ih the 
same town or district the error may be corrected. The commission pledge 
themselves that in no case shall the names be made public. We hope, 
therefore, every practising physician in the State will co-operate in this 
movement, so far at least as to answer the questions proposed to him, so 
that the Commissioners may seasonably finish their important duties. We 
have received the following notice from Dr. Jarvis, who is devoting his 
es time to this important work, and cheerfully give it insertion in the 

ournal, 


To tue Puysicians oF Massacnusetts—Lunatic Inquiry.—The Com- 
missioners on Lunacy have sent their letters of inquiry, with the schedules 
for the return of facts, to all the physicians of the State. It is very import- 
ant that this information be received from every one early in October, to 
enable the Commissioners to determine whether any and what further pro- 
vision shall be made for the cure or custody of the insane. All who have 
not already made their returns are respectfully and earnestly requested to 
make them this week ; and if any one having a schedule, knows of none 
of the facts to be reported, he is requested to put his name and his town 
to his paper, and return it, otherwise blank, as directed. 


Levi Lincoun, Commissioners on Lunacy 


October 2d, 1854. Epwarp Jarvis, for Massachusetts. 


IncrEASE SUMNER, 


Physicians’ Black List.—The following comes to us anonymously, from 
another part of the country. If the plan recommended by the writer 
could be adopted, it would, as he says, serve a good purpose. By his sig- 
nature he intimates that he can show a small list of delinquent subscribers. 
There are some, we know, who have had longer experience than himself, 
who could present a formidable one. 


“In one of the late numbers of the Journal I noticed the ‘Physicians’ 


Black List ’—stating that ‘resolutions havé been adopted by the Berks 
County (Penn.) Medical Society, directing the members of the Society to 
furnish their Secretary a list of such of their patients as do not pay their 
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doctor’s bills.’ Goon! But the ‘ resolutions’ do not go quite far enough. 
[ would suggest that the Secretary add to this ‘ Black List,’ the name of 
every physician belonging to the Society who does not pay his publishers’ 
bills ; for verily a few such can be found, and the sooner they and ‘their pa- 
tients’ get their names from the ‘ Black List,’ the better for the patients, 
for the doctors, for the publishers, and for all others concerned. 

“ One who can show a smaut list of delinquent Subscribers.” 


Suffolk District Medical Society.—As mentioned in our last number, it 
was expected that Dr. Channing would read a dissertation at the meeting of 
the Suffolk District Medical Society last Saturday evening. The following 
letter to the President will explain why the Society did not hear from our 


friend on that occasion. 
Boston, Sept. ith, 1854. 
Dr. Bucx. Dear Sir,—Having withdrawn from the duties of an active 
member of the Massachusetts Medical Society, I shall not trouble the Dis- 
trict Society in this County with the paper volunteered by me at the last 
session of the Society. I remain your ob’t serv’t, CuHannine. 


Re-appearance of the Cholera in London.—Our. readers have already been 
made acquainted with the fact that the cholera, after subsiding and then 
entirely disappearing in the spring, in London and other parts of England, 
has again broken out in the former place. ‘The following extract from the 
London Lancet of August 19th, shows the extent of the epidemic on its 
second appearance, up the 12th, as well as the general health of the city. 

“Last week the total number of deaths registered in London was 1832, 
whilst the births numbered 16€2, the return exhibiting the unusual result 
of an excess in the former over the latter. In the ten corresponding weeks 
of the years 1844-53, the average number of deaths was 1110, which, if 
raised in proportion to the increase of population, becomes 1221. Hence 
it appears that the actual number of deaths in last week exceeds the esti- 
mated amount by 611. 

“ This excess corresponds nearly with the number of fatal cases of cho- 
lera recorded last week, which was 644, while those of diarrhea numbered 
195. In the thirty-second week of 1849, which ended August 11th, 823 
deaths occurred from cholera and 173 from diarrhea. The progress of the 
pecpennt epidemic, which slightly manifested itself in the second week in 

uly, is shown by the following weekly numbers: deaths from cholera, 5, 
26, 133, 399, and 644 ; deaths from diarrhea and dysentery (also in the last 
five weeks) 51, 63, 87, 146 and 200.” 


Marxiev,—In Sacramento, Cal, 10th ult., Dr. H. W. Harkness, formerly of Northampton, 
Mass., to Amelia Griswold, of S.— At Oregon City, A. H. Steele, M.D., formerly of Oswego, N. 
Y., to Miss H. H. Blaekler, late of Marblehead, Mass. | 


Deaths in Boston for the week ending Saturday noon, Sept. 30th, 76. Males. 40—females, 36. 
Disease of the bowels, 4—inflammation of the brain, 3—congestion of the brain, 1—disease of 
the brain, l—cancer, 1—eonsumption, 9—convulsions, 2—cholera, }—cholera morbus, |—eroup, 3 
—dysentery, 7—diarrhoea, ropsy, 3—dropsy in the head, 1—drowned, 2—debility, 2—in- 
fantile diseases, 5—hooping cough, 1—disease of the heart, 6—intemperance, 1—inflammation 
of - lungs, 1—marasmus, 3—o!d age, 2—palsy, 2—pleurisy, 2—typhoid fever, 2—teething, 6 
unknown, 1, 

Under 5 years, 30—between 5 and 20 years, 5—between 20 and 40 years, 18—between 40 and 
60 years, 13—above 60 years, 10. Born in the United States, 42—lIreland, 25-—British Pro- 
vinces, 5—England, 2--Germany, 1—Italy, 1. 


-- 
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Brandy and Red Noses.—Douglas Jerrold, in some remarks on English 
and Swedish brandy-drinking, gravely asks the question, whether the red 
noses of the English dram-drinkers are not due to the various adulterations 
introduced into the liquors by British dealers ? 

This reminds us of the verdict of a coroner’s jury among the Mohawks, 


some years ago. An Indian had gone into Albany, one cold winter’s day, 


and got very drunk. On his way home he became completely overcome, 
laid down and was frozen to death. His tribe was at that time much dis- 
posed to imitate the habits of white men, and accordingly held an inquest 
over the dead body. After a long pow-wow, they finally agreed upon the 
verdict, that the deceased had come to his death “ by mixing too much 
water in his whiskey, which had frozen in him and killed him.”—American 


Journal of Dental Science. 


Resignation.—We are sort 
Professor Townsend, of the p 


to learn, that, in consequence of ill health, 
hiladelphia College of Dental Surgery, has 


felt it to be his duty to resign the Chair which he filled in that institution. 
This must be a serious loss to the school, but we are gratified to be able to 
say that the vacancy will be filled by a gentleman every way competent to 
discharge the duties of the Chair.— Jd. 


ISKE MEDICAL PRIZE QUESTION.—The 
Trustees of the Fiske Fund, at the annual mect- 
ing of the Rhode Island Medical Society, held at 
Providence, June 7th, i554, announced that the pre- 
mium of fifty dollars offered by them in 1853, for the 
t dissertaticn on Neuralgia, its history and best 
mude of treatment, had been awarded to the author 
of the dissertution bearing the motto— 
** What is writ is writ, 
Would it were worthier.” i 
nd upon breaking the seal of the accompanying 
packet, they learned that the suc¢ essful competitor 
W. Parsons, M.D., of Providence, 


They propose the following subjects for 1855 :— 
Ist, Croup. 
2d, The Effect of Climate on Tuberculous Disease. 


For the best dissertation on the first subject, the 
Trustees will pay fifty dollars, and on the second 
one hundred dollars. 

Kvery competitor fora premium is expected to 
contorm to the following regulations, viz:— 

0 forward to the Trus ees, on or before the first 
day of May, 1855, free of al] expense, a copy of his 
dissertation, with a metto written thereupon, and 
also accompanying a sealed packet, having the same 
motto inscribed upon the outside, and his name and 
place of residence within. 

Previously to receiving the premium awarded, the 
author of the successful dissertation must transfer 
to the Trustees all his right, title and interest in and 
to the same, for the use, benefit and behoof of the 
Fiske Fund. 

Letters accompanying the unsuccessful disserta- 
tions will be destroyed by the Trustees, unopened, 
and the dissertations may be procured by their res- 


and Pathology. 
on" 


ENTUCKY SCHOO}, OF MEDICINE.—The 
fifth session of this institution will begin on 
Tuesday, Oct. 31st, and continue until the end of 
ebruary, with the following Faculty :— 
BensamMin W. Dubey, M.D., Emeritus Prof. of 
Anatomy and Surgery. 
osHua B. Fuint, M.D., Prof. of the Principles 
and Practice of Surgery. 
M. BuLuitt, M.D., Prof. of Physiology 


Rosr. J. Breckinninee, M.D., Prof. of Materia 
Medica and Clinical Surgery. 
Tuos. W. Cocescort, M.D., Prof. of Anatomy. 
Joserpn G. Norwoop, M.D., Prof. of Chemistry. 
Joun Harvpin, M.D., Prof. of Obstetrics and Dis- 
eases of Women and Children. 
UL. aie AWS roL oO The and Prac- 
tice of Medicine and Clinica) Medicine. 
Avip Cummins, M.D., Demonstrator of Ana- 


tomy. 


pective authors, of the Trustees to whom they were | 


directed, if application be made therefor within 
three months. 
Joseru Mauran, M.D., Providence, 
ARIEL BaLLou, M.D., Cumberland, 
flinam CLEVELAND, M.D., N. Prov., 


&. AuG. ARNOLD, Secretary. 


Trus- 
tees, 


ICHEL ON SPECTACLES. — “ Specracies ; 
Their uses and abuses.” Translated by H. W. 
Williams, M.D. This treatise emanates from the 
highest authority in ocular bysicne, and is the only 
work on this subject accessible to the profession. 
For sale by G. W. Brices and A. D. Purnam, 456 

Washington st. Pp. 202,8vo0. Price 75 cts., cloth. 
“This book is a great desiderntum, for there is 


much mischief done, and much sight abridged, from | 


Intelligencer. 


Clinical Lectures at the Louisville Marine Hospi- 
tal iwice a week. 
course of Preliminary Lectures at the School 


and the Hospital during the month of October free 


charge. 
Material for Practical Anatomy abundant. The 
gipertins rooms will be opened on the Ist 01 Octo- 
er. 
The fees for the full course of lectures amount 
$105 ; Matriculation tee (to be paid once only), $9; 
Dissecting ticket, $l ; Graduation fee, $25. 

R. J. BRECKINRIDGE, Dean of the Faculty. 
Louisville, Aug. 14, 1854. au 23—ceptN 
ISEASES OF THE THROAT AND LUNGS. 
—The Subs riber, in connection with general 
practice, gives special attention to the examination 

flice hours from 2 until 4 o’clock P.M. 2 So. 
Main Street. G. L. COLLINS, M.D. 
Providence, R. 1., May 24, 1854. 


| ISEASES OF THE EYE AND EAR.—Dr. J. 
H. DIX will, trom this date, relinquish general 
pratice, and attend exclusively to the medical and 
surgical treatment of Diseases of the Eye and Ear. 
Tremont street, opposite Tremont House. ' 
February 14, 1843. ept 


NVALID FOOD, WHOLESALE AND RETAIL. 
AGENCY —D. Ginpens & Son, 218 Wash- 
ington street, Boston, have been appointed agents 


| for the sale of the Revalenta Arabica. Also for sule 

lack of knowledge in the treatment and care of this | as above, P 

moat useful and tender of the five a ee } 
pt. 


repured Barley and Groats, Bermuda 
Arrowroot, Raspberry Vinegar, Tamarinds, &c. 
Aug 3l—lvr 
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